Ephraim Moravian Church

Third Sunday of Advent
December 13th, 2020 at 10.00 a.m.
Order of Service
“The Carol of the Birds” – by Eric H. Thiman
Welcome and Announcements
Lighting of the Third Candle of Advent - Lillie Pellerin
Hymn #305:  “What Child Is This?”

What child is this, who, laid to rest on Mary’s lap is sleeping?


Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?


(Refrain):  
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing




Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!


Why lies he in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding?


Good Christians, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. (Refrain)

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; come peasant king, to own him


The King of Kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. (Refrain)
Prayers of the Church  / The Lord’s Prayer
Congregational Sung Response  - to the tune of “Away in a Manger”: 
Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name!                           
Your kingdom among us, your will done the same                          
By mortals and angels; Come, Lord reign alone 
Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne!  Amen. 

Scripture Lessons:  1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24
        John 1: 6-8, 19-28 
Reflection
“This Little Light of Mine” – Gospel Song, origin unknown


Sermon

“The Robin’s Song” – by Michael Head


Benediction
“Menuet Gothique” – by Léon Boëllmann
********************
Reflection by Kathleen Harris

What is a voice in the wilderness for the ordinary soul?  

It is watching someone bravely proclaim truth out loud, aware of risks but speaking anyway.

It is hearing voices sing carols in minor keys.

It is seeing a kind stranger in an icy grocery store parking lot push an empty cart through slushy snow back to the “cart corral” leaving you to quickly dash inside your warm vehicle, the heater whooshing on full blast, your groceries secure in the back seat. 

It is feeling comfort, seeing a lone Christmas tree north of town, colorful lights blinking audaciously against a silhouette of evergreen steeples, signaling boldly as you drive through darkness along the bending road.

It is catching sight of a flash of red that whistles from high atop a cedar tree, calling when you trudge past, heavy hearted. Clear notes pull you back from a cold, inward spiral. “Look up! Look up! I am here with you,” the cardinal calls and you remember the Legend of Redbird, and hope against hope that a lost loved one really is sending a message of constancy, and think even if it is just a myth, how beautiful the bird looks against the brittle winter sky, supported by a swag of forest green. You forget the rest of life for a moment, startled, breathless with wonder.  

The Rev. Dawn E. Volpe, Pastor                

Mr. Colin Welford, Music Director

Ms. Cynthia Stiehl and Ms. Katie Dahl, Guest Musicians
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