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“Prélude, Fugue and Variation” – by César Franck

Call to Worship: Ringing of the Bell
Welcome & Announcements
Hymn #772
“Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior” 
Scripture Lessons: Psalm 27 & Philippians 3: 17 – 4:1
“A Canticle of Peace” – by Joseph W. Clokey
Sermon
Responsive Reading:  Psalm 4

Answer me when I call, O God of my right.  You gave me room when I was in distress.

Be gracious to me and hear my prayer. 
How long shall my honor suffer shame?  How long will they love vain words and seek after lies?

But know that the Lord has set apart the faithful for himself; the Lord hears when I call to him.
When you are disturbed, do not sin; ponder it on your beds, and be silent.

Offer right sacrifices and put your trust in the Lord.

There are many who say, “O that we might see some good!  

Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord!”
You have put gladness in my heart more than when their grain and wine abound.

I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety.

“Oh God Beyond all Praising” – Traditional Hymn
Prayers of the Church, The Lord’s Prayer

Response: Savior, now with contrite hearts we approach your throne of love, asking pardon for our sins, peace, and comfort from above.
You once suffered on the cross to atone for sinners’ guilt;
may we never, Lord, forget that for us your blood was spilled. Amen.
Benediction
“Flourish” – by Christopher Steel

WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK:  The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? – Psalm 27:1
MONDAY:


Pastor’s Sabbath
WEDNESDAY:
   9:30 a.m.
Caring Hands
THURSDAY

   4:00 p.m.
Trustees Meeting

SUNDAY:

   9:00 a.m.
Sunday School/Confirmation 
 10:30 a.m.
Worship
WELCOME to Ephraim Moravian Church. Our Nursery is open for children under the age of 4.  
EPHRAIM MORAVIAN CHURCH is the ‘Church of the Open Door.’  We hope you find our church open to you in every way!    

MOTTO OF THE MORAVIAN CHURCH:  In Essentials, Unity, 
In Non-Essentials, Liberty, In All Things, Love.
EPHRAIM MORAVIAN WATCHWORD 2022:  The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.  – James 3:17
(OVER)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MANY THANKS to Marcia Ellis and Katrina Welborn for offering ministry through their music this morning!

HELPING UKRAINE Donations of items will be collected from NOW UNTIL FRIDAY, MARCH 18, for Ukrainian refugees – box located in the foyer of the church. Items needed: OTC medicines (Advil, Tylenol, etc.), feminine hygiene products, band-aids, diapers, wipes, blankets (new), underwear, socks, etc. A local group is shipping the items to the Ukrainian border for distribution.

+++
Reflection

Have you ever tried to replicate a favorite recipe from a friend but experienced limited success?  Repeated attempts, carefully following the instructions step-by-step, measuring accurately and taste testing along the way hasn’t worked?  And, when you still weren’t willing to give up, what did you do next?  Perhaps you went back to the source and asked for a personal tutorial.

Watching a more expert cook at work can reveal nuances and insights into the process that aren’t provided in printed instructions.  The result you were hoping for on your own may very well be brought to life in noticing how your mentor sifts the flour for a cake or the order in which they add the ingredients to a rich stew.  Letting a dish rest for a few moments after bringing it out of the oven may be just the right touch to add extra dining pleasure.  Whatever the reason, paying attention to their actions, and then honoring your observations with a shift in your own, is what makes the difference.

Paul’s words to the Philippians give us hope of not only improving our cooking skills, but also of more deeply living our faith by following the example of those around us. “Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example you have in us.”   And yes, you and I also are examples for others in how we live our faith, another way of loving God, each other, and ourselves in living by what we believe.     







--Rev. Cory Kemp

